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COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
OF THE SUBLIMITY OF SCRIPTURE, 
Tnx scripture has long been distinguished for the un- 
exampled greatneés of its style. Those, who have ex- 
amined its style, have enjoyed-a tich treat, and have 
pronounced it to be worthy of the grandeur and impor- 
A higher compliment 
Its chief characteristics 


‘ance of the matter it contains. 
than this cannot be paid to it. 
sre bold and awful images, striking and majestic similies, 
expressed in the most solemn and magnificent language, 
so happily arranged as to combine, both great strength 
and harmony. There is, however, a considerable diver- 
siiy in the style of the different books ; some, being most 
d stinguished for the grandeur of their imagery, some for 
affecting pathos, and. others for beauty and tenderness, 
But still there runs through the whole a strain of sublime 
and lofty sentiment, expressed in the most solemn and 
dienified language, and illustrated and enforced by the 
inost noble comparisons and allusions. The simple, the 
pathetic, the beautiful and the sublime are here found in 
the greatest perfection. I shall now give a few extracts 
yhich are illustrative of the manner of the different 
writers. In Job iv. 13—17, we find the following de- 
scription. 

‘+ In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep 
sleep falleth on men, fear came upon me, and trembling, 
which made all my bones to shake. Thena spirit pass- 
ed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up: It 
stood still, but [ could not discern the form thereof: an 


image was before mime eyes; there was a stlence, and {| 


heard a yoice saying, shall mortal man be more just than 
God: 

How striking and terrific is this description ; we seem 
to feel the terror of the writer, see the spirit pass before 
, and hear the voice saying, ‘ shall mortal man be more 
just than God.’ 

In what strong and vivid colours, is the condition of 
the wicked. described in the following extract from the 
uth chapter of Job. 

** Knowest thou not this of old, since man was pisces 
upon the earth, that the triumphing of the wicked is 
short, and the joy of the hypocrite fora moment? Tho’ 
his exceilency mount up to the heavens, and his head 
reach anto the clouds; yet he shall perish forever. Ile 
shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found; yea, 


Ns 





he shall be chased away as a vision of the night. The 
eye also which saw him, shall see him no more; they | 
which have seen him shall say, where is he? He shail | 
suck the poison of asps; the viper’s tongue shall slay | 
him. In the fulness of his sufficiency, be shall be in 
straits; every hand shall come upon him. He shal! flee | 
from the iron weapon, and the bow of steel shall pierce 
him through. AJ] darkness shall be hid in his secret 
places. A fire not blownshall consume him. The hea- 
ven shall reveal his iniquity, and the earth shall rise up 
againsthim. The increase of his house shal] depart. His 
goods shall flow away in the day of his wrath, The | 
light of the wicked shall be put out; the light shall be 
dark in his tabernacle. ‘The steps of his strength shall 
be straightened, and his own counsel shall cast him down. 
For he is cast into a net by his own feet. He walketh 
upon asnare. ‘Terrors shall make him afraid on every 
side ; and the robber shall prevail against him. Brim- 
stone shall be scattered upon his habitation. His re- 
mempbrance shall perish from the street. He shall be 
driven from light into darkness, They that come after 
be astonished at his day. He shall drink of the wrath 
of the Alsmighty.’? 

In the 18th Psalm is the following passage. 

** Then the earth shook and trembled ; the foundations 
also moved & were shaken, because he was wroth. There 
went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his 





mouth devoured : coals were kindled by it. He bowed 
the heavens also, and came down; atid darkness was | 
under his feet. And he did ride upon a cherub, and did | 
fly; yea he did fly upon the wings of the wind. Ile! 
made darkness Lis secret place, his pavillion round about 
him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. At) 
the brightness that was before him, his thick elouds pass- | 
ed ; hail stones and coals of fire, Yeahe sent out his | 
arrows, and scattered them; and he shet out lightnings | 
and discomfited them. ‘Then the channels of the waters 
were seen, and the foundations of the world were dis- 
covered at thy rebuke, O Lord, at the blast of the breath 
of thy nostrils.” 

What an assemblage of grand and terrific images are 
here displayed. Nothing can be more majestic than 
these words: *‘ He bowed the heavens also, and came 
down, and darkness was under his feet, and he did fly, 
yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.” The whole 
of the preceding extract, contains, perhaps, as much 
sublimity as it is in the power of language to convey ; | 
now give one of a different nature, one that contains the 
most elegant aud pleasing allusions, — It is the 23d Psalm. 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shail not want. He 
maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth 
me beside the still waters, &c. &c.” 

What beautiful and pleasing images are here pointed 
to the mind: the words which I have quoted are pecu- 
liarly beautiful and tender, ‘The 100dth Psalm, of which 
that beautiful Hymn, which commences with 

Before Jehovah's awfu! throne, 

Ye nations bow with sacred joy, 
is a paraphrase, contains in a very few words the most 
consoling doctrine, delivered in a very beautiful and an- 
imated manner, The 104th Psalm contains the most 
lively and elegant fgures, expressed with all the sweet- 
ness and harmony of poetry. 

The following extracts are all remarkably elegant. 

** The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handy work. Day unto day ut- 
tereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language where their voice is not 
heard. There line is gone out through the earth, and 
iheir words unto the end of the world. In them hath 
he set a tabernacle for the sun; which is as a bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong 
man toruna race. His going forth is from the end of 
heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it; and there is 
nothing hid from the heat thereof.”’— Psalm xix. 1—6. 

** Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious oint- 
ment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even 
Aaron’s beard; that went down to the skirts of his gar- 
ments; as the dew of Hermon, and the dew that de- 
scended upon the mountains of Zion ; for there the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.”— 
Psalin cxxxiii. 

** By the rivers of Babylon there we sat down; yea, 
we wept, when we remembered Zion, We hanged our 
harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. For there 
they that carried us away captive required of us mirth, 
saying, sing us one of the songs of Zion. How shall we 
sing the Lords song in a strange land?”’—Ps, cxxxvii. 
i—4, 

This last extract is indescribably beautiful and tender. 
The whele of the Psalms are written in a very beautiful 
and harmonious manner; some of them are written in a 
soft plaintive style that very sensibly affects the heart; 
and in others the muse seems to burst its fetters, soars 
above all human genius, and loses itself in the regions of 
sublimity. The first is like the peaceful lake of the val- 
ley, on whose banks perpetual verdure grows, and whose 
bosom is never ruffled by the storm; the others are like 


fa mighty river, which, breaking down the barriers which 


have confined it within its banks, rushes with irresista- 


_are written. 





ble impetuosity, carrying every thing before it. 


I now proceed to make a few extracts from the 
prophesies of Isaiah. These prophesies are very remark- 
able for the exalted and sublime strain in which they 
The diction is very rich and poetical, and 
almost every sentence contains a grand metaphor, or a@ 
With what beauty and grandenr, isthe 
fali of the king of Babylon. described m the following 
passage from the 14th chapter. 

‘How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city 
ceased! The Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, 
and the sceptre of the rnlers. He who smote the peo- 
ple in wrath with a continual stroke, he that ruleth the 
nations in anger, is persecuted, and none hindereth. The 
whole earth is at rest, and is quiet, they break forth into 
singing. Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, and the ce. 
dars of Lebanon saying, since. thou art laid down, ro 
fetter has come up against us. Hell from beneath is 
moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth 
up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of th: earth; 
it hath raised wp from their thrones all the kings of the 
nations. All they shall speak and say wnto thee, art 
thou also become weak as we? Art thou become like 
unto us? Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and 
the noise of thy vicls; the worm is spread under thee, 
and the worms cover thee. How art thou fallen from 
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou 
cast down to the ground, which did weaken the nations!” 

We here see the fir trees, and the cedars of Lebanon, 
very beautifully personified, and rejoicing at the fall of 
the oppressor. The personification of the grave, end 
the rising up of the kings of the nations, who are repre- 
sented as asking him, ‘art thou, also, become like unto 
us.’ are awfully grand and majestic, 

In the 17th chap. of Isaiah, 12th and 13th verses are 
the following words. 

** Woe to the multitude of many people, which make 
a noise like the noise of the seas ; and to the rushing of 
nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of many 
waters ; but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee 
afar off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the moun- 
tains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the 
whirlwind,” 

What noble and striking similies are here presented 
to us. The 34th chapter is written ina strain of terrific 
grandeur; the 4th verse is particularly remarkable : 

** And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and 
the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll; and al) 
their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the 
vine, and as a falling fig from the fig-tree.” 

Although the great characteristick of the style of these 
prophecies, is a wonderful sublimity, yet there are many 
which are writien in a less elevated style, that are very 
remarkable for great sweetness and elegance. Of this 
nature is the 35th chapter. It is full of the most beau- 
tifal and pleasing imagery. 14 commences thus : 

The wilderness, and the solitary place, shall be glad 
for them ; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as a 
rose. It shall blossom abundantly, ‘and rejoice even 
with joy and singing ; the glory of Lebanon shall be giy- 
en unto it, the exceilency of Carme} and Sharon; they 
shall see the glory of the Lord and the excelleney of 
our God.” epi 

The 40th chapter is also remarkable for its elegance, 
How tender and soothing is the 11th yerse. 

“He shall feed his flock. like a shepherd ; -he shall ga- 
ther the lambs with his arm and carry them in his bosom, 
and shall gently lead those that are with young.” 

The prophet, in the 49th chapter, predicts the glori 
ous salvation of the world, and inspired by the greatness 
of his subject, bursts out into a strain of heavenly cxul- 
tation, and very beautifully calls upon the heavens and 
the earth to rejoice, in the following manner: > - 

“ Sing O heavens; and be joyful O earth, and brenk 
forth into singing, O mountains; for the Lord hath com- 
forted his people, and will have mercy on his afflicted." 


sublime simile. 
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its will pot permit me to insert; but it is iinpossible to 
exhibit the beautiful simplicity, aud the majestic gran- 


deur of scripture, by a few extracts. ‘To appreciate | 


aud enjoy all the beauties of holy writ, it is necessary 
to read the whole, for almost every page contains some 
passages of ahigh order. Having Jately met with some 


elegant remarks on this subject by the great Fenelon, | 


! cannot refrain from inserting them here, not doubting 


I have made several oter selections, which my lim- | neceseary to apply to each congregation on the subbeth 
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to appoint persons to watch with the sick each night in 
the week ; young and old found it necessary to take 
their turns in watchiug. 

It was customary for the young people in that part 


| of the country to have a Ball on the 4th of July. Each 


|party made their arrangements for the dance. ‘Lhe 
| Calvinistick clergyman, a Mr. Cheever, set his face a- 
|gainst it. He laboured with the young people of his so- 
| ciety from the desk on the impropriety of thosé amuse- 
|ments in a time of sickness and of death ; he appoint- 
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July 29, a request for an interpretation of 1 Tim, ii. 4, 
agreeable to the Calvinistic theory, I send you the {o}- 
lowing, which you may insert as auswer to ** Y.”? 

‘+ Who will have all men to be saved, and to come un- 
to the knowledge of the truth.” 

It has been thought by some Calvinistic writers, that 
the apostle, by ‘‘all men,” only intended ** all nen” 





but they will give the same pleasure to others that they | ed conferences that he might address them on the sub- | generically ; that is, men of al] nations, ranks, and con- 


have tome. Speaking of poetry, he says; ‘* Religion 
consecrated it to its own use from the very beginning 
ef the world. Before men had a text of Divine scrip- 
tnre, the sacred songs they learnt by heart, preserved 
the remembrance of the creation and the traditions of 
God's wonderful worke. Nothing can equal the mag- 
nificence and transport of the songs of Moses. The 
book of Job is fall of the boldest and most majestic fig- 
ures. The song of Solomon gracefully and tenderly 
expresses the mysterious union of God with the soul of 


‘qan?’which becomes his spouse. The Psalms will be 


the admiration and comfort of all ages, and all nations 
that know the true God. The whole of scripture is 
full of poetry, even in those places, where there is the 
least appearance of versification. Neither Homer nor 
any other poet, ever equalled Isaiah describing the ma- 
jesty of God, in whose sight the nations of the earth 
are as the small dust ; yea, less than nothing and vani- 
ty! seeing it is He that stretcheth out the heavens like 
a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a lent to dwellin. 
Sometimes this prophet has all the sweetness of an ec- 
Jogue, in the smiling images he gives us of peace; and 
sometimes he soars so high as to leave ever thing below 
him. What is there in antiquity that can be compar- 
ed to the Lamentations of Jeremiah, when he tenderly 
deplores the misery of his country? Or the prophecy 
of Nabum when he foresees in spirit the proud Nineveh 
falling under the rage of an invincible army. We fancy 
that we see the army, and hear the noise of arms and 
chariots. Every thing is painted in such a lively man- 
ner as strikes the imagination. The prophet far out 
does Homer. As for the rest of scripture, every portion 
of it is uniform and consistent; every part bears the 
peculiar character that becomes it; the history, the 
particular detail of laws, the descriptions, the vehement 
aid pathetic passages, the mysteries, aud the prophe- 
cies, and moral discourses; in all these there appears 
a batural and beatiful variety.” 


ey RELLY. 
/Vew York, July 1820. 
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EFFECTS OF UNIVERSALISM, 


Mr. Enrron—The many able arguments which have 
appeared in the Universalist Magazine to refute the 
charge that Universalism leads to licentiousness, hath 
hitherto prevented my presenting you with a narrative 
of the following circumstances which took place in the 
summer of 1810. Finding the charge still persisted in 
and believing that facts may have more effect with ma- 
ny minds than the most conclusive arguments, | have 
pia induced to send for publication the facts alluded 

o. 

In the autumn of 1804, I removed to Shoreham, Yt. 
where | resided eight years. It was my custom to teach 
school three or four months each winter. ‘I’o the So- 
cet this place I first preached one fourth of the 
time, then one half, and the last two years the whole 
time. On my first removing, and commencing school 
the’ same objections were made as are brought forth at 
a B rersone any, am many piseinpts made to excite the 

ears of parenits as to the evil tendenc ri 

Universalist to teach school. oe ae 
_ It so happened, that the young people were divided 
into two parties or companies, in all their amusements 
and association, and had no social intercourse with each 
other; the one company were generally my pupils, at- 
tending my schoo] in the winter, and my meeting on 
the sabbath. In the summer of 1810, it was very sick- 
ly; the typhus fever prevailed, numbers were sick, and 
very Many died. It was so sickly that it was’ found 


jject. Finding himself unsuccessful, he visited the young 
ladies at their houses, He expostulated with them, and 
endeavoured to extort a promise that they would not 
attend the ball; with several he succeeded, but many 
persisted in their arrangements. 

| viewed with emotions of regret the preparation 
making on the part of the young people of my society, 
to attend to their accustomed amusement on the day 
of independence, but did not think it best to address 
myself particularly to them on the subject. I Jeft them 
to themselves forther than to select those subjects on 
the intervening sabbaths best calculated to awaken in 
the heart those sym)athetic feelings which ** teach us 
to fee} another’s woe.” Imagine then my feelings, for 
| 1 cannot express them, when on the preceeding sabbath 
‘during the intermission, three of the young men came 
lto me and requested a private audience. On comply- 
ing with their request, they informed me they were a 
committee appointed by the young men of their compa- 
ny to make arrangements for celebrating the fourth o! 
July as was their custom; they had commenced the 
arrangements, but reflecting on the prevailing sickness, 
how many were sick, some dying, and others lying dead, 
they thought it was altogether improper to be engaged 
in such amusements when their assistance was needed 
in the chamber of affliction ; that they had given up ail 
idea of a ball, and came in behalf of their companions 
to request me to deliver a discourse on the afternoon 
of that day, particularly to them. I observed, it gave 
me the greatest pleasure to find them so considerate, 
and would cheerfully comply with their wishes, on their 
assuring me they would not engage in any parties of a- 
musement whatever in the evening. They assured me 
they had f@liy conversed on the subject, and it had 
been agreed that every young man should wait upon 
the lady he was to have attended to the ball, and im- 
mediately after the sermon see them safe home, and 
prepare themselves to attend upon the sick. You may 
be assured Mr. Editor, 1 complied with their request 
with feelings of inexpressible satisfaction; and when at 
the close of the afternoon service, | notified the intend- 
ed sermon, the feelings of affection and grateful emo- 
tion sparkied in the moistened eye of the aged parent 
and friend. 

Fearing the schoo] house in which I generally preach- 
ed would not be large enough to hold the congregation, 
our young friends Jaboured to prepare a large and com- 
modious building for our accommodation. On the 4th 
of July, according to previous arrangement, the young 
people assembled at the house of Judge Rich, by whom 
a procession was formed. A large number of aged peo- 
ple joined the procession, and moved to the place ap- 
pointed for the services. It was a beautiful sight to 
behold about thirty couple of young people, moved by 
those feelings of affectionate regard, which had induced 
‘them though in full health and beauty, to forego their 
amusements, and attend religious services appointed at 
their own request. A large portion of them were sing- 
ers, they formed the choir that beautified our worship 
on the sabbath with the song of praise. 

The audience was nunicrous and attentive, indeed 
the circumstances which had brought them together 
were calculated to produce those emotions in the heart 
that prepare the mind for devotion; to me it may be 
accounted among the happiest days of my life; and | 
presume will- be long remembered by those wiv took 
partin the same: ‘There were many attended who had 
never vouchsafed their presence at our meetings before, 
who could not refrain from entering into the feelings 
and affections of those around them, and were heard to 
say, | wish my children had been here. 

This must | think be considered as practical com- 
ment on the powerful influence of the doctrine of uni- 
versal benevolence, and be sufficient with the candid 
mind to remove the impression, thatit isa doctrine that 
leads to licentiousness. Cc. 





EEE 





By cultivating the generous impulse of the soul, we 
render our lives much happier than we could by hoard- 


ing those funds vested in us by heaven for nobler pur- 
poses. 





(ditions ; but for myself, I'am unwilling to acknowledve 
'that | believe the apostle meant ** all men” tndividual- 
‘ly. The only question therefore, to be settled is, whe- 
‘ther there is a certain connexion between God's w))!- 
ing, in the sense of this text, that all men slouid be sa- 
ved, and their actual salvation. It appeers from san- 
ous passages of scripture, that God is frequentiy said 
to will things which do not in fact come itito existence, 
or with respect to which, his will is not efficacious. Of 
this kind are the following passages. Matt. xxiii. 97; 
*O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kiilest the proph- 
ets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee; Low 
often would f have gathered thy children together—and 
ye would riot! Deut. xxxii. 28, 29; “ For they are 
a nation void of counsel, neither is there any under- 
standing in them. O that they were wise, that they 
| understood this, that they would consider their latter 
end! Psalm Iuxxi. 13; **O that my people hed 
hearkened unto me, and Israel bad walked in my ways.” 

In these passages it is evident that the wil! of God is 
net efficacious. Now what right have we to suppose, 
that the will of God in 1 Tim. ii. 4, is not used in the 
lsame sense, as in the passages just quoted? And if it 
| be used in the same sense, there is no more absurdity in 
supposing, that the will of God can be resisted in ‘hrs 
case, than in any other—no more absurdity in the sup- 
position, that God should will the salvation of all men, 
and yet all should not be saved ; than that Christ should 
desire to gather together the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and yet they should not thus be gathered. 

Besides the passages already quoted, | will refer to 
one in Ezekiel xviii, 32, which is pertinent to our case ; 
“Jf have no pleasure in the death of him thal dieth, 
saith the Lord God.” Yet his death did, by the words 
of this text, take place in fact. So that here is a niost 
plain instance of an event which takes plece, in some 
sense, contrary to the pleasure or will of Ged, ‘ile 
reasoning of the Universalist is this: Whatever God 
wills, will come to pass. God wills the salvation oi 
all men; therefore this will come to pass. ‘To apply 
this reasoning to the text last quoted, it would stand 
thus: Whatever God wills, comes to pass. But God 
wills the continued life of him that dieth ; therefore, it 
comes to pass, that he who dieth, does not die. 

The truth is, God wills the salvation of' all men, in 
the same sense that he wills the immediate repeutance 
and sanctification of al! men; or as he wills them to be 
perfect in the present life, as their heavenly Father is 
perfect. Me now commands al! men every where te 
repent, and comply with the necessary conditions of 
salvation; and complying with these conditions, they 
shall be saved immediately after the present state. So 
that God’s willing that all men should be saved, no 
more proves that all will be saved, than his willing that 
all men should immediately repent, proves that all men 
will immediately repent; or than his willing that ail 
men should be perfect in this world, and obey his wiit 
as completely as the angels do in heaven, proves that 
these things actually take place in this worid. 

The advocates for Universal Salvation, one and al}, 
bring in the text under consideraiion, ** Who will have 
all men to be saved,” as a proof of their doctrine. 





Therefore I wish to ask them, from what they believe 
al] men are, according to these words, to be saved? 
From an endless punishment? Then they were by a di- 
vine constitution exposed to an endless punishment, 
then an endless punishment is just; then sin deserves 
an endless punishment; then sin is an infinite evil; 
which to them is an infinitely horrible doctrine. But 
let them, if they can, avoid it, once allowing that men 
are saved from an endless punishment. 

Or are men, according to these words, to be saved 
from a temporary punishment? From what tempora- 
ry punishment? Not that which is to continue for 
ages of ages: for that some wil] suffer. Not from any 
longer temporary punishment; because none such is 
threatened ; and sinners are exposed to no greater pun- 
ishment, than that which is threatened im the divine 
law. On the whole, according to Universalists those 
words must wean, that all men shall be saved indeed, 
but shal! be saved fron—NotTuine. 





LEANDER. 


Mar. Enirrorn,—Having noticed in your Magazine of 
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MORALITY. 


CORCLUDED FROM PAGE 23, 


fiavine shown in former numbers, that the doctrine } 
of endless misery, as held by both Calvinists and Armi- 


de no more support to the cause of morality 


Ri ts t 
than the doctrine of Universal Salvation, we will now 
endcayour to ascertain the most powerful inducements 


io moral virtue and the surest barriers against vice. 

jn order to come directly to the meriis of our subject, 
it is necessary to take man just as he is, just as nature 
has made him; for if we do otherwise, and frame himas 
think he ought to be, and then reason accord- 


we may 
Religionists 


ingly, we shall be likely tofreason wrong. 
in general have contended that mankind ought to pay 
more attention, while they are in this werld, to the af- 


fairs of a future state, than to their concerns in this world; 
but Jet this be as it may, the fact is men do, and always 
aid more attention to their interests in this world, 


have i 
If it be urged 


than tO the { 
that history assures us, that there have been men, who 


the future state. 


oncerns of 


have sacrified every earthly comfort, every temporal en- 
joyment, and even their own lives, with a view to ob- 
tain fature bliss, we allow ell this, without supposing the 
ground we are proceeding upon is in the least weaken- 
ed by it; for the few instances of this nature, which 
have occurred, no more prove what human nature is, 
than the rare instances which are recorded in history of 
philosophers, astronomers, statesmen, or poets, prove 
that one of these is the general character of man. And 
we must furthermore observe, in order to do justice to 
onr subject, that even those instances of devotion to 
things of the future world, which we have allowed, can- 
not be justly urged as the only sure means by which 
man’s future bliss is secured; for it is no less a fact that 
the grossest and most stupid idolaters have even out done 
christian martyrs as to voluntary sufferings with a view 
io secure a happy hereafter. The fact is, it is natural 
for man to exert himself to obtain happmess in the pre- 
sent life. And it is, no doubt, a moderate calculation 
to say, that ten thousand men have lost their lives, by 
voluntarily putting them into jeopardy, with no further 
views than temporary enjoyments, where one has died 
with no other views than the felicity of a future world. 
it is needless to go into the ramifications of a subject 
which is so very evident as is the fact, that the great 
current of human exertion is directed to procure happi- 
ness in the present life. What thenremains? Only to 
convince people, that in order to be happy in this world, 
in order to enjoy this hfe, in order to taste the sweets of 
a bountiful providence, and to enjoy the purest, unalloy- 
ed delights it is indispensably necessary to be morally 
virtuous. By the light of this argument, we are able to 
prove, that allowing a state of future bliss is designed, 
by our Creator, as a reward of virtues practised in this 
hfe, it is dangerous to the whole of this interest to hold 
up this doctrine in order to induce people to practice 
moral yiriue. To illustrate this, | will suppose a man 
of vast fortune is blessed with a most virtuous and ami- 
able daughter, to whom he intends to give his whole es- 
tate. Should he propose the bestowment of all his pro- 
perty on the man who would marry his child for real 
love, would he not act absurdly? Would he not, in ef- 
fect, offer this great estate to the man, who should be a- 
ble to deceive both himself and his daughter? Should 
such an offer be made, there is no doubt but many pre- 
tenders would vie with each other, and strive to evince 
their respective devotions to the amiable fair one. And 
the most of them might be as sincere in their pretensions 
as thousands of religions people are, who are religious, 
and who profess to live moral lives for sake of the re- 
ward hereafter, which their creeds promise them. In en- 
deavouring to substantiate their several claims, these 
pretended lovers, might fall into vehement wranglings 
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among themselves, each one contending that he was the 
truest Jover. And whether they loved the fair one or 
not, they would very quickly prove that they hated each 
other. Ner is this representation at all unlike the host 
of religious hypocrites, who out of pretence of loving re- 
higion and of devotion to virture and holiness, are ene- 
mies to one another, aud live in perpetual contention. | 
if the father of the supposed daughter were wise, if he 
wished the man who should marry her, should marry for 
real love, he never would tempt deceivers by offering 
From this simile we learn 





his fortune in such a case. 
that virtue, true religion, genuine morality will live bet-| 
ter and be better maintained, by those who choose them} 
for their intrinsic worth, than under the protection of| 
such as feel no devotion to them, but for the sake of a 


hereafter recompense, 
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Extract of a letter from Providence, Luzerne Co. 
Penn. to the Editor. 


PXAMINATION OF THE SCHOOLS. 

On Wednesday last, the Selectmen, School Commit- 
tee, and a number of distinguished citizens and invited 
sirangers attendcd the Annual Examination of the Scho- 
lars in the public Schools in this town. ‘Two thousand 
two hundred and eighty-four pupils, educated at the 
public charge of the inhabitants, were presented for ex- 
amination. ‘The gradual increase of acquirement among 
the Scholars, was viewed by the School Committee and 
other gentlemen who attended the exercises, with great 


satisfaction. At 4.o’clock the company, with the most 


| meritorious of the Scholars, partook of a public dinner, ® 


served up at Panueil Hall. 
Sto 


GUNERAL CONVENTION. 


ii Tre General Convention of Universalists will 


‘ 


he holden at CLAREMONT, N.H. on the third Wednes- 
day and ‘Thursday of September next, being the 20th 
and 2ist days of said month. 


Sek ae 





“Rev. Sim,—You will no doubt be surprised at the 
your writings; but the motives by which I am actuated 


taken. I was educated in Connecticut, end have since 
studied the profession of Medicine. Like most other 
young men | entered into the world with pleasing pros- 
pects, and sought pleasure wherever I could find it, with- 
out anticipating or even thinking of the possibility of 
disappointment. But He who ruleth all things, brought 
me to my senses. I Jost a sister aged 9 years, by sud- 
den and unexpected death. 
principles commonly called orthodox, | mourned for her 
as one who had no hope. The minister who preached 
her funeral sermon gave as much consolation as he could 
consistent with the principles of bis docirine ; yet as she 
left no evidence behind, he considered her case dark, if 
not fatal. This blast blew all my small hopes away, and 
led me to think she was in a place of misery from which 
there was no redemption. I read many dissertations on 
the doctrines of divine justice, the mercy and sovereignty 
of God, Calvinistically explained. ‘To believe in the 
universal salvation of all men I thought would be sinning 
against the Holy Ghost, and consequently I should seai 
my own damnation. The former gave me no satisfac- 
tion; the latter! dared not believe. | remained in this 
situation until one day being at a friend’s house, in a 
neighbouring town, I heard them mention that they had 
bought a book on the Atonement, but finding that it 
was wrote by a Universalist they said they should not 
read it. They said likewise that they had shown it to 
their minister and he told them it was a dangerous book, 
especially forthe youth. After a good deal of hesita- 
tion I found courage enough to ask them for the book. 
They loancd it to me. I took it home and read it, and 
can assure you although I was once bliad now I see. I 
feel very happy that I ay permiited to return you thanks 
for the comfort and light I have received from your 
works, and I pray God to bless your endeavours for the 
good of mankind.” E D 








NICHOLS’ ACADEMY. 

Tuts Seminary has been in operation little more than 
one year, under the superintendence of Mr. 8. L.Winps, 
as principal Instructor, For the satisfaction of the pub- 
lic respecting Mr. Wilds’ qualifications for this station, 
application may be made to the Government of Brown 
University, to the Board of Trustees of said Academy, 
to those who have sent their children, or to those who 
have attended the school. ‘The annual examination 
took place on Wednesday last. After a vacation of two 
weeks the Fall Quarter will commence. The terms of 
Tuition and Board wil] be found to be as reasonable at 
this Institution as at any Academy. For particulars ap- 
ply to Amasa Nicnoxe, Esq. or Maj. J. Brown, near 
the Academy in Dudley.— Worcester paper. 





intrusion of a stranger, to whom ycu are known only by | 


I trust, will be a suflicient apology for the liberty I have | 


Being brought up in those 


Otr The Rev. BARZILLAI STREETER, of Salem, is 
expected to preach in the Second Universalist Chureh 


Tomorrow. 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY, 
The members of the Supreme Executive Council of 
' this State, hold a meeting according to adjournment, on 
| Tuesday the 29th inst. at 11 o’clock, A. M. 


| A Fire was Giscovered early on Wednesday morning, 
|in the cellar of a Store in Broad Street, occupied by 8, 
Cook. it was checked however, before it had done a- 
| ny serious damege. 

Four dwelling-houses and several other buildings, 
were destroyed by fire, in Newburyport, on Friday nigit 
last. The fire originated in a stable, and is supposed 
to be the work of an incendiary. 

The Mayor of New-York, has issued a Proclamation, 
interdicting all intercourse between that city and Phil- 
adelphia, in consequence of the existence of pestilential 
fever, in the jatter city. 

During three showers of rain, which fell in Balt mcre 
during the course of 48 hours, the rain measured 6 inch- 
es and 6 10ths on a horizontal surface. 


Three horses were killed by lightning, on the Wasb- 
ington road, near Baltimore. ‘There were four horses 
the wagon, the leader and the two behind were killed, 
the driver was knocked off, but sustained no material 
injury. 





on Friday the 11th inst. for highway robbery. He per- 


sisted in his innacency to the jast moment. 

The Annual Commencement at Harvard University 
will be on Wednesday next. 

The Cabinet have all left Washington, excepting the 
Secretary of State, whose duties will not admit of his 
leaving the city. 

The Phcenix Bank of New-York is said to have re- 
covered a considerable sum, exposed to loss by false en- 





teries. ‘The recovery is attributed to the activity of one 
of the clerks, 
——————SS=—=—=== = 





MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr, Christian 
Freeman to Miss Elizabeth Meads.—Mr. Ebenezer W. 
Nevers to Miss Sarah Andrews, 

By the Rev, Mr. Ware, Rev. Edmund Q. Sewall, of 
Barnstable, to Miss Carolme Ward, of this town. 

In Milton, Mr. Israel E, Glover, of this town, to Miss 
Harriet Burditt. 

EE es 


DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Nathaniel Torrey, aged 28.—Mrs. 
Rhoda Wheeler, 77.—Mrs. Mary Lane, 68.--Mr. Rob- 
ert Parker, 36.—A daughter of Solomon Piper, 13 mo. 
A son of James H. Lincoln, 7mo.—A son of Charles §, 
Tileston.—A daughter of John H, Pray,—Mr. Horace 
Denny, 20.—A son of Joseph Loring. 

In Chesterfield, N, H. Capt. John Gale, aged 59. 

In Danvers, Miss Anne Raymar, aged 81, a mem)cy 
of the Society of Friends, formerly of this town. 





William Hayward was executed at Charleston, 8. C.¥ 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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FRIENDSHIP. 
WHAT is it smooths the path of life— 
Comforts in trouble and in strife— 
And sweetly whispers peace? 
What is it drives despair away— : 
Makes cloudy night serene as day— 
And bids all jarring cease ? 


Methinks I hear some spirit say, 
*Tis Friendsbip drives despair away, 
And makes rough places even ; 
*Tis Friendship, that celestial boon, 
That pear] of peace, that midnight noon, 
The choicest gift of heaven. 


When fortune frowns, a friend is near, 

To wipe away the glist’ning tear, 
Which trickles o’er the face ; 

To sooth the lacerated heart, 

T apply the balm to ev’ry smart, 
And grant us sweet release. 


When the gay bloom of health is past, 
And days of sickness come at last, 
Blasting our brightest bour, 
Here is your friend, to pillow up 
The aching head, and in the cup 
The cordial gently pour. 


When trembling nature fails, and al} 

The comforts of this earthly ball, 
Recede and disappear, 

A friend’s the same ; on mem’ry’s page, 

The form is wrought; no time, nor age 
Can blot it—No, ’tis there. 


When on the wings of faith and love, 
We soar aloft to worlds above, 
To worlds of joy and peace ; 
We have a friend, God is his name ; 
Through wasteless ages chant his fame, 
Ye choirs redeem’d by grace. WwW. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. Sin,—A certain Mr. A. B. who was a preach- 
er in the Baptist connection, pretended he had become 
a believer in the salvation of all men, and was employ- 
ed by a respectable society of believers in that faith, as 
a teacher, in Scituate. But,(like the dog to his vomit) 
be soon returned to his former sentiments. On bis 
quitting the Society a young Lady belonging to the So- 
pe composed the following Address to the members 
of the Society, which if you see fit, you may publish in 
your Magazine. J.F, 

ALTHOUGH our Shepherd here below, 
Doth from his flock now turn and go; 
Still our good Shepherd from above, 
Looks down on us with tender love, 


And now our teacher doth deny, 
Although for sinners Christ did die, 
That all will ever sce his face, 

Or ever feel redeeming grace. 


How can such things be said of Christ, 
When he for sinners gave his life ? 

If it be so we must deny, 

That Jesus did for sinners die. 


He limiteth Christ's blessing now, 

Though once he did not that allow; 
But thought they did to all extend, 
And that he was the sinner’s friend. 


The doctrine which he taught to us, 
He doth now call it dangerous ; 

And likewise hath been heard to say, 
We shell be made to cnrse the day. 


Dear Father, come with tender care, 
And let him still thy blessings share ; 
And may he still be made to see, 
Thou wilt a friend to sinners be. 


The Lord will not delight to see, 

Our souls in endless misery ; 

*Tis not our souls the Lord doth hate, 
It is the sinful ways we take. 


This doctrine doth not lead to sin, 
Because the Lord our friend hath been ; 
The stony heart would sooner melt, 

To see the love our Saviour felt. 


Father, forgive, did not Christ say, 
My enemies? on Calvary ; 

Because they know not what they do, 
Did not this love and pity shew ? 


Still in the Lord well put our trust, 
He’ll raise us from the sleeping dust ; 
And when our souls to him ascend, 
He’il be our everlasting friend. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


REFLECTION 
AFTER READING THE SCRIPTURES. 
GOD'S love and goodness—come, behold, 
The laws of God how plain they are, 
His pardoning mercy they at once unfold, 
Yes, all mankind his love shall share. 


What wond’rous grace, how great the scheme, 
To bring us all, at last, to heaven ; 

His praise shal] be our constant theme— 
His Son reveal’d, our sins forgiven. 


Such boundless love our gratitude inspires ; 
The world shall ne’er our faith annoy, 
But while we live we'll tune our lyres 
To chant thy praise, our minutes we’!l employ. 
U. M.A. 
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SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


A PRAYER, 
UNDER THE PRESSURE OF VIOLENT ANGUISH, 
O THOU great Being! who thou art 
Surpasses me to know ; 
Yet sure I am, that known to thee 
Are all thy works below. 


Thy creature here before thee stands, 
All wretched and distrest ; 1 

Yet sure those ills that wring my soul 
Obey thy high behest. 


Sare thou, Almighty, canst not act 
From cruelty or wrath ! 
O, free my weary eyes from tears, 
_ Or close them fast in death! 


But if I must afflicted be, 
To suit some wise design ; 


Then, man my soul with firm resolves 
To bear and not repine. 
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“A SOFT ANSWER TURNETH AWAY WRATH.” 


‘* Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and per- 
secule you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely for my sake.””—Matt. v. 11. 

The above is the declaration of Christ; and in our 
opinion, contains more than is generally supposed.— 
We believe the common understanding of this passage, 
is, that men are blessed, when they are persecuted for 
following the example of Christ, by a meek and lowly 
carfiage in their intercourse with mankind, and for liv- 





ing an honest life, and coudacting towards allin a ten- 


der and affectionate manner. We do not presume te 
say, that no man was ever persecuted for this,—but we 
do say that we never knew & man to be persecuted for 
this cause. We believe the worst man living would 
prefer an honest man as a neighbour, and would deal 
|with him in a pecuniary manuer in preference to a 
rogue ; and more, a wrangling quarrelsome man, would 
prefer a peaceable neighbour to one of his own cast.— 
++ A soft answer turneth away wrath.”? Persecution 
has its origin from the same cause, which produces wars 
and fightings. And wars and fightings proceed from 
the lusts of the reviler or persecutor. Can it be possi- 
| ble, that a man should, for the sake, or with a view to 
| honour, or advance the kingdom and glory of Christ, 
persecute and revile his fellow? Is not the bare sup- 
position of such conduct, proceeding from so inconsist- 
}enta motive, absurd and preposterons? Itis. What, 
| then, are we to understand by a man’s reviling, and per- 
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secuting, and saying al) manner of evil against another 
falsely for Christ’s sake? Letus first inquire, what it 
is that Christ requires of us, and, then, we may under. 
stand the declaration of Christ. And, first, we have 
‘the words of Christ in answer to the Jews, who asked 
him, saying, ** What shall we do that we might work 
| the work of God? Jesus answered, and said unto thes, 
| — This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom 
he hath sent.» And Christ again declared, that ** he 
came, not to Judge the world, but to save the world.” 
And Christ again declared, that ‘the had finished the 
work,” &c. And speaking of the Holy Spirit, the Com- 
forter, he said, ‘* He would reprove the world of sin be- 
cause they believe not on me.’? Weare then to be- 
lieve, ** that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world!” 
Did any of the apostles believe this, and were they 
‘ reviled and presecuted’ for their belief? Pau! testified 
that he was reviled and persecuted for this, and this a- 
Paul said, ** We therefore both Jabor and sufier 
reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is 
the savionr of all men, specially of those that believe.” 
When Paul trusted to his own works, and his own right- 
eousness, their was no labour, nor reproach; but the 
moment he declared that he believed Jesus Christ to be 
the Saviour of the world, and testified that we are ** sa- 
ved by grace through faith,and that not,” even the faith 
** of ourselves, itis the gift of God,”—Paul no sooner 
made a «onfession of this faith, than he was persecuted. 
It is notorious in this, our day, that ifa man trusts in 
the living God, as the Saviour of all men, reviling and 
persecution as certainly follow, as effect follows cause, 
And more,—it is a notorious fact,—that there are those, 
who pretend to do all for Christ’s sake, who falsely 
revile and persecute, by declaring,—*‘ That the Deist, 
who pronounces the Saviour Jesus Christ, to have been 
an illegitimate impostor! is, of the two, far preferable 
to those who believe Christ to be the Son of God, and 
the Saviour of the world,—all men! We repeat it,— 
This, is a notorious fact!—And this alone speaks vol- 
umes, 

We, therefore, see the emphatic meaning of Christ 

in his declaration, ** Speak all manner of evil against 
you falsely for my sake.”? And we ask, can any thing 
be more false, than for a man to revile, and speak evil 
of another, for believing in the oath and declarations of 
Jehovah, that *‘all nations whom he has made shall 
come and worship before him,”—and at the tame time 
pretend that it is for the sake of Christ that he reviles, 
speaks evil, and persecutes ? 
Reader,— Hear the words of Clirist. ‘* By this shall 
all know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love, one 
to another!’ This is the balance. Beware, lest you 
read on the wall of your conscience, ** TEKEL !” 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
JosHva FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 
The Cuitpy’s Scripturat Catecuism,by the Rey. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—-Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 ceuts single 
The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins ys. the Bible 
and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 
An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short his- 
tory of the Anthor’s Life.—By Sainon Durton, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 
A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By 
Rey. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church inthat place.-Price 62 i-2 cents. 
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